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JJIK.  Toastmaster,  Gentlemen  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  Friends :  A 
few  years  ag-o,  while  spending  a  day  in  Wash- 
ington, I  met  that  quaint,  striking,  lalmost 
grotesque  figure  in  American  politics,  Hon. 
Joseph  G.  Cannon.  It  was  the  night  before  his 
retirement  from  official  life. 

In  the  course  of  our  conversation,  I  said, 
''Uncle  Joe,  you  and  I  have  discussed  many  of 
the  problems  of  the  day,  but  we  seem  to  have 
neglected  the  question  of  religion.  Do  you  ob- 
ject to  telling  me  just  what  your  religion  is?" 
Jerking  his  stogy  from  his  lips,  and  exuding 
a  column  of  smoke  from  his  mouth,  he  ex- 
claimed, ''Not  at  ;all,  I  am  proud  of  my  religion. 
It  is  simply  this.  I  believe  that  when  God 
Almighty  organized  this  big  corporation  known 
as  humanity.  He  issued  its  capital  stock,  and 
is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  its  par- 
ity, and  ril  be  hanged  if  I  will  part  with  my 
holdings  in  a  panic.'' 

That  was  the  gospel  of  St.  Joseph.  It  was 
likewise  the  gospel  of  Father  Abraham,  who 
in  his  early  manhood  confronted  with  a  crisis 
which  jeopardized  his  health  and  peace  of 
mind,  took  up  his  pen  and  wrote  a  letter  to 
his  friend  Joshua  Speed  in  which  he  said :  "My 
text  just  now  is  'stand  still  and  see  the  salva- 
tion of  God\" 

IT  was  faith  in  the  eternal  which   steadied 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  midst  of  the  storm 
through  which  he  was  passing  and  made  him 
patient,  expectant  and  serene. 

If  he  were  here  today  he  would  transcribe 
the  inscription  on  our  coin  to  the  economic  sky 
and  write  it  there  in  letters  of  living  fire :  "In 
God  We  Trust."  God  and  country  were  the 
anchors  which  held  him.  "What  is  good  in 
the  sight  of  God?"  "What  is  good  before  the 
law?"  he  asked  and  answered  because  of  his 
kinship  with  the  truth,  his  faith  in  the  right, 
his  repose  in  the  great  spiritual  realties. 

His  ideals  and  principles  are  our  most  sacred, 
enriching  patrimony. 

If  we  neglect  this  inheritance  it  will  fall  into 
alien  hands.     The  representatives  of  agitation 


and  revolution  are  attempting  to  lappropriate  it. 
There  are  over  three  hundred  revolutionary 
publications  in  this  country  which  are  continu- 
ally invoking  the  words  of  Lincoln  in  justifica- 
tion of  their  pernicious  cause. 

Lincoln  himself  anticipated  this  distortion  of 
his  memory,  when  he  said  upon  one  occasion, 
'*If  I  should  be  found  dead  tomorrow,  nothing 
but  my  obscurity  would  prevent  a  speech  being 
made  upon  my  authority  before  the  end  of  the 
week." 

That  prophecy  is  fulfilled  today  in  shameful 
misuses  of  Lincoln's  name,  in  fragmentary  and 
mutilated  quotations  of  his  words,  in  misappli- 
cation of  his  principles,  in  grotesque  imitations 
of  his  Democracy,  in  demagogic  strutting  in  his 
livery,  and  in  shocking  caricatures  of  his  char- 
acter. 

THE  hour  is  opportune,  therefore,  for  a  Lin- 
coln Renaissance,  a  revival  of  his  letters,  a 
return  to  the  principles  for  which  he  lived  and 
died,  ''Government  of  the  people,  for  the  people 
and  by  the  people,"  the  divine  right  of  liberty 
m  man,  the  integrity  of  the  Constitution,  the 
majesty  of  the  law,  equality  before  the  law, 
religious  tolerance,  racial  amity,  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  Golden  Rule  for  the  rule  of  gold, 
"A  just  and  lasting  peace  an^ong  ourselves  and 
all  nations,"  and  the  eduea°tion  of  every  prob- 
lem "with  malice  toward  none  and  charity  for 
all"  and  "with  firmness  in  the  right  as  God 
gives  us  to  see  the  right." 

There  is  nothing  Utopian  or  obsolete  in  these 
articles  of  faith.  They  are  instinct  with  life, 
applicable  to  conditions  today,  and  adaptable  to 
all  times,  not  iridescent  baubles  of  political 
vacuity,  but  a  body  of  faith,  which  is  the  very 
cornerstone  of  our  national  life. 

Such  a  renaissance  would  be  creative,  strike 
to  the  roots  of  things,  deal  with  essentials,  and 
result  in  mental  and  spiritual  illumination  and 
transformation. 

I  INCOLN  said,  "Nowhere  in  the  world  is  pre- 
sented  a  Government  of  so  much  liberty  and 
equality  as  ours."  What  would  he  say,  were 
he  here  today  in  the  presence  of  such  wide- 
spread ingratitude  for  the  privileges  of  this 
precious  heritage,  and  in  the  face  of  the  perils 
that  threaten  it,  the  lack  of  spiritual  discern- 
ment and  restraint,  which  must  eventually  ar- 
rest the  forces  of  progress?     What  would  he 


say  of  the  sordid  materialism,  utterly  antago- 
nostic  to  the  ideals  for  which  he  lived  and  died  ? 
What  would  be  his  attitude  toward  Mammon- 
ism,  which  is  slowly  enervating  the  spiritual 
concepts,  which  were  the  creative  forces  of  our 
early  history,  the  loss  of  which  will  forfeit  our 
spiritual  leadership  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth? 

Would  he  not  say  again  as  he  did  in  1864, 
''Gold  is  good  in  its  place,  but  living,  breath- 
ing men  are  better  than  gold/' 

Would  he  not  reiterate  with  renewed  empha- 
sis the  difference  he  drew  between  money 
and  manhood,  when  he  decliared,  "The  man 
rich  is  to  be  desired,  while  the  rich  man  is  to 
be  pitied,"  thus  exalting  the  man  who  pos- 
sesses his  wealth  above  the  man  who  is  pos- 
sessed by  it? 

IF  he  were  here  today  he  would  probably  in- 
terpret the  present  financial  depression,  the 
depletion  of  stocks,  and  bonds,  and  securities, 
real  and  personal,  as  a  thunderous  protest 
against  the  exaltation  of  gold  above  God,  Mam- 
mon above  manhood,  material  gain  above  that 
spiritual  wealth  which  is  the  fountain  of  our 
national  greatness. 

Would  he  not  set  principle  above  pelf,  wis- 
dom above  wealth,  and  truth  above  expediency  ? 

When  offered  the  General  Counsellorship  of 
the  New  York  Central  Railroad  at  the  modest 
salary  of  $10,000  a  year,  he  said,  "My  family 
is  not  accustomed  to  so  much  money.  I  fear 
it  would  breed  selfishness,  extravagance  and 
ruin.  I  prefer  the  little  we  have  with  a  good 
name  to  a  salary  calculated  to  lower  our  ap- 
preciation of  the  real  value  of  a  dollar,  and  re- 
sult in  ruinous  extravagance." 

Such  a  man  could  not  but  stand  four  square 
for  truth  and  righteousness,  law  and  order,  and 
loyal  citizenship. 

He  entertained  no  fears  for  the  future  of  our 
flag.  He  said,  "If  we  die,  it  must  be  by  sui- 
cide." He  stood  for  Government  by  the  peo- 
ple, not  by  Bureaucracy.  His  entire  political 
philosophy  was  against  paternalism.  He  recog- 
nized the  difference  between  fathering  and  far- 
thering. 

He  said,  "The  legitimate  object  of  Govern- 
ment is  to  do  for  a  Community  of  people  what- 
ever they  need  to  have  done,  but  cannot  do  at 
all,  or  cannot  do  so  well  in  their  separate  in- 


dividual  capacities.  In  all  that  people  can  in- 
dividually do  for  themselves,  the  Government 
ought  not  to  mtertere." 

WE  have  fallen  upon  a  period  when  it  is  pro- 
posed to  substitute  tins  Lincolnian  doc- 
trine with  a  program,  which  in  its  final  an- 
alysis spells  State  Socialism, — the  nationahza- 
tion  of  land,  mines,  public  utilities,  transporta- 
tion, workshops,  schools  and  the  home. 

So  menacing-  has  been  this  revolutionary  con- 
spiracy that  the  bare  convening  of  Congress 
has  occasioned  apprehension  among  business 
men,  only  relieved  by  the  announcement  of  its 
adjournment. 

Once,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Primary 
System,  Congress  was  composed  of  leaders  of 
vision,  patriots  and  constructive  statesmen, 
but  the  giants  have  at  last  been  succeeded  by 
pigmies,  leaders  by  agitators,  who  have  revel- 
led in  an  orgy  of  legislative  dreams,  v/hich  if 
enacted  would  mark  the  downfall  of  the  Amer- 
ican Republic. 

It  is  high  time,  my  friends,  for  the  business 
men  of  America  to  take  this  situation  in  hand 
and  insist  upon  that  sanity  of  legislation,  built 
upon  the  safeguards  of  the  Constitution. 

Bills  of  lading  are  better  indicators  of  pros- 
perity than  bills  of  legislation.  Business  is  en- 
titled to  a  basis  of  permanency  upon  which  it 
can  depend,  and  develop  without  fear  of  legis- 
lative mterruption! 

THE  Government  should  not  make  the  fasl]- 
ion  plate  of  the  French  milliner  its  model 
for  business  regulation.  That  artistic  genius 
goes  into  seclusion  at  the  close  of  each  season, 
and  by  some  system  of  integral  calculus  or  spe- 
cial spectrum  analysis,  discovers  that  the  rib- 
bon which  was  blue  in  the  spring,  should  be 
red  in  the  summer,  and  as  a  result  our  Ameri- 
can bdies  are  spending  every  season  millions 
of  dollars  for  the  color  of  a  ribbon. 

Business  should  not  be  regulated  by  politi- 
cal fashion  plates. 

Millions  cannot  be  expended  in  improvement 
upon  the  uncertainty  of  the  attitude  of  a  Gov- 
ernment Commission,  or  the  change  in  a  tariff 
schedule.  Working  men  should  not  be  ofiven 
employment  under  one  ruling,  and  turned  into 
the  street  on  another.  The  employee  h^^s  not 
as  many  lives  as  a  cat.  Capital  should  be  per- 
mitted to  see  around  the  comer. 


'  "Anything  short  of  this   basis  is  confusing 
and  disastrous. 

PROSPERITY  cannot  be  built  upon  the  cap- 
rice of  the  moment ;  factories  cannot  be  suc- 
cessfully operated  upon  a  four  years'  basis; 
business  cannot  thrive  in  the  dark;  business 
has  a  right  to  know  what  to  expect.  Blind  al- 
leys make  poor  terminals  for  transcontinental 
systems;  they  must  have  an  open  field,  a  fair 
chance  and  square  deal. 

This  is  the  meaning  of  Democracy,  whether 
applied  to  people  or  industries, — equal  oppor- 
tunity for  all.  If  this  nation  is  to  continue  as 
the  embodiment  of  representative  Democracy,. 
we  must  avoid  everything  that  savors  of  des- 
potism, dismiss  from  the  public  service,  if  you 
please,  an  army  of  petty,  quibbling,  dictatorial 
bureaucrats;  get  back  to  the  Constitution; 
draw  a  line  of  demarcation  between  regulation 
and  strangulation,  between  government  by 
commission  and  government  by  the  people; 
and  develop  our  national  resources  and  genm^, 
our  industries  and  institutions  through  that 
personal  initiative,  private  capital,  sense  of 
justice  and  love  of  liberty,  which  is  as  far  re- 
moved from  socialism,  upon  the  one  hand,  as  it 
is  from  anarchy  on  the  other. 

The  time  is  at  hand  for  an  era  of  construc- 
tion. 

We  are  hearing  much  about  progress  nowa- 
days. Lincoln  stands  in  history  as  the  ideal 
progressive.  He  was  neither  a  Reactionary, 
nor  a  Revolutionary.  The  Reactionary  would 
worship  the  devil  on  account  of  his  antiquity, 
the  Revolutionary  wearies  of  God  because  of 
His  eternity.  Lincoln  stood  between  these  two 
extremes,  slow,  sure-footed  and  determined. 

He  was  not  a  stand-patter,  but  a  sure-step- 
per. He  moved  forward  a  step  at  a  time,  as 
Charles  A.  Dana  once  said,  ''He  was  never  too 
soon,  nor  a  step  too  late.'' 

THE  Reactionary  sits  with  his  face  to  the 
past,  meditating  upon  history,  and  insist- 
ing that  it  cannot  be  improved.  He  reminds 
me  of  the  old  fellow  in  the  Virginia  Mountains 
who  decided  one  day  to  visit  the  scenes  of  his 
birth  down  in  the  valley.  Hitchino;  his  oxen 
to  the  cart,  he  moved  slowly  down  the  hillside, 
until  he  reached  the  bottom,  and  soon  found 
himself  in  the  outskirts  of  the  little  village, 
when  suddenly  looking  up  he  Wias  startled  with 


''Speed  Limit  Fifteen  Miles." 
Catching  his  breath  and  bringing  his  whip 
down  on  the  back  of  Jerry,  he  shouted,  '*Git 
up  here.  By  Garsh,  I  am  afraid  I  can't  make 
it." 

The  Reactionary  can't  make  it  for  the  rea- 
son that  he  is  headed  in  the  wrong  direction. 

''De  hghtnin'  bug  is  brilliant, 
But  it  hasn't  any  mind. 
It  jest  wanders  through  creation, 
Wid  de  head  light  on  behind.'' 

The  Revolutionary  thinks  he  can  make  it 
over  night.  He  has  a  short  cut  to  the  prom- 
ised land,  a  way  of  his  own  under  the  glow  of 
the  red  flag,  by  which  he  proposes  to  recon- 
struct history  with  a  five  year  plan. 

Progress  is  not  in  "exceeding  the  speed 
limit."    Better  to  go  slow  than  be  sorry. 

Socialism  is  joy-riding  in  the  dark.  Bolshe- 
vism is  a,  conglomoration  of  the  zoological  in- 
stincts of  sociahsm,  the  I.  W.  W.  and  anarchy. 
It  is  obnoxious  to  civilization!  We  dare  not 
recognize  it! 

AN  old  fellow  went  to  a  surgeon  in  New  York 
for  a  diagnosis  of  a  large  growth  on  the 
side  of  his  head.  The  doctor  examined  it  care- 
fully and  said,  ''It  is  a  malignant  wen.  It  must 
be  removed  immediately."  The  patient  stretch- 
ed out  oji  the  table  and  said,  T  am  ready, 
hurry  up."  That  was  the  surgeon's  mistake, 
he  became  confused  in  the  operation  and  cut 
off  the  old  fellow's  head  leaving  the  wen  on. 

That  is  Bolshevism !  Decapitation,  —  be- 
heading education,  religion,  credit,  capital,  the 
home,  civilization,  everything,  a  grinning 
loathesome,  red  wen!  I  pity  the  simpletons 
in  our  own  country  who  sympathize  with  it. 

I  once  regarded  the  red  flag  as  the  most 
obnoxious  banner!  I  have  found  one  more  ab- 
horrent, namely,  the  yellow  flag,  and  the  little 
spineless,  visionless,  un-American  creature  at- 
titudinizing under  it,  twisting,  wiggling,  pos- 
turing pacifying  and  apologizing  for  his  own 
flag! 

THE  hour  is  at  hand  to  ring  down  the  curtain 
on  such  imbecility.  The  time  is  ripe  for 
constructive  progress,  for  social  reform,  not 
revolution,  for  social  Christianity,  not  Chris- 
tian sociahsm,  for  betterment,  not  blasting. 

The  Iconoclast  has  done  his  work.    The  hour 
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for  the  builder  has  arrived.     The  opportunity 
for  real  statesmanship  is  at  the  door. 

The  people  are  awaiting  the  call  of  unselfish 
leadership,  for  la  reincarnated  Lincoln,  who  will 
lead  America  once  more  to  the  summit  of  spir- 
itual illumination. 

We  must  get  back  to  fundamentals. 

Government  by  Commission  is  headed  to- 
ward tyranny. 

Between  the  State  and  National  Commissions 
there  are  confusing  differences.  These  differ- 
ences are  so  conflicting  that  business  is  fre- 
quently in  the  position  of  the  two  travelers  on 
the  western  plains  in  the  early  days.  They 
saw  a  buffalo  bull  charging  upon  them  and 
fled  for  safety,  one  of  them  springing  into  a 
tree,  and  the  other  barely  dodging  into  a  cave 
as  the  infuriated  beast  went  roaring  by.  Then 
the  man  in  the  cave  jumped  out,  and  the  bull 
rushed  back,  the  man  jumped  in,  and  the  bull 
rushed  by.  The  man  in  the  tree  shouted,  ''You 
fool,  while  you  are  in  the  cave,  why  don't  you 
stay  there?"  To  which  the  man  below  an- 
swered, 'What  the  devil  do  you  know  about 
this  cave, — there  is  a  bear  in  here!" 

Between  the  bull  land  the  bear  of  State  and 
Federal  regulations,  there  has  been  naught  for 
business,  and  particularly  the  railroads,  but  to 
jump  in  and  out,  backward  and  forward,  in  a 
vain  attempt  to  escape  the  penalties  of  con- 
flicting tribunals. 

MY  friends,  I  trust  I  am  not  a  prophet  of  ill 
omen,  but  if  business  is  to  be  halted 
through  the  interruptions  of  the  Sherman  Act 
and  other  rulings  and  legislation,  preventing 
economic  readjustment,  through  combinations 
and  co-operations  as  against  cut  throat  com- 
petition and  needless  waste  in  production,  con- 
sumption and  transportation,  nothing  remains 
but  suicide  through  competition,  or  servitude 
through  State  Socialism. 

There  has  arisen  in  our  midst  a  class  of 
pseudo-political  economists,  whose  trend  of 
thought  is  all  in  the  direction  of  the  proposi- 
tion that  the  Government  must  support  the 
people. 

If,  in  response  to  this  doctrine  of  the  Dole, 
the  American  people  degenerate  from  produc- 
ers into  non-productive,  parasitical  consumers, 
the  Government  itself  must  cease  to  exist  thru 
lack  of  support.    It  is  the  people  who  support 


the  Government,  provide  it  with  funds,  and  en- 
able it  to  exist.  But  in  order  to  pay  the  taxes 
the  people  must  have  control  of  their  own  earn- 
ings and  property.  Surely,  the  taxes  wrung 
from  them,  should  not  be  utilized  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  paralizing  their  productive  energies, 
nor  should  the  citizen  be  obliged  to  compete 
with  the  State. 

PVERY  adventure  of  the  Government  in  busi- 
ness has  ended  in  failure.  The  experiment 
of  Government  control,  during  the  World  War, 
left  the  railroads  in  the  condition  of  the  old 
Jew  pawn-broker,  down  on  the  Bowery,  who 
accidentally  swallowed  a  dollar,  when  throw- 
ing up  his  hands  in  excitement  he  exclaimed: 
"I  am  a  dollar  in  and  a  dollar  out,  and  I  can't 
balance  my  books." 

At  the  end  of  that  Governmental  expert 
ment  in  the  administration  of  transportation, 
our  railroads,  were  millions  in  and  millions  out, 
and  the  fact  is,  they  have  not  as  yet  been  able 
to  balance  their  books. 

The  American  people  are  confronting  the 
greatest  industrial  and  commercial  era  in  his- 
tory, which  will  require  the  very  highest  in- 
dustrial efficiency  in  order  to  seize  and  util- 
ize great  opportunities,  which  existing  condi- 
tions are  opening  before  us. 

Our  ability  to  enter  and  dominate  these  new 
fields,  which  are  awaiting  commercial  conquest, 
will  depend  largely  upon  the  efficiency  and 
prosperity  of  business  in  this  country,  and  par- 
ticularly, our  transportation  facilities. 

The  railways  are  the  arteries  of  our  com- 
merce, and  you  can  just  as  well  expect  a  man 
with  hardening  of  the  arteries  to  maintain  his 
health,  energy  and  activity,  as  to  expect  a  na- 
tion with  crippled  and  decadent  railroads  to  in- 
crease its  industrial  efficiency. 

'E  are  at  the  parting  of  the  ways.  The  world 
is  wallowing  in  the  waste  and  welter  of 
militarism. 

President  Hoover  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
that  Europe  is  spending  seventy  per  cent  more 
on  arms  than  before  the  war  in  spite  of  the 
Kellogg  pact,  and  a  number  of  Armament 
Treaties. 

This  has  imposed  an  enormous  burden  of 
taxation  upon  Europe,  a  staggering  load, 
which  is  the  outstanding  factor  in  the  world 
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economic  crisis.  It  is  draining  the  world  of 
funds  that  should  be  flowing  into  constructive 
enterprises.  It  has  stimulated  international 
suspicion,  and  accentuated  fear  and  unrest. 

In  the  midst  of  this  orgy  of  military  pre- 
paredness of  the  old  world,  the  United  States 
has  reduced  its  public  debt  ten  billion  dollars, 
submitted  the  Kellogg  Pact  as  an  antidote  to 
war  and  called  the  Washington  Disarmament 
Conference,  which  resulted  in  decisive  steps  to- 
ward the  reduction  of  armaments  and  a  bet- 
ter understanding,  where  misunderstanding 
and  fear  prevailed. 

Now  it  is  proposed  that  American  taxpayers 
assume  the  debt  which  Europe  owes  us  upon 
the  plea  that  Europe  is  penniless,  while  at 
the  same  time  she  is  squeezing  the  life  blood 
from  her  peoples  to  maintain  armies,  navies 
and  murderous  machines. 

It  is  argued  that  the  cancellation  of  these 
debts  is  necessary  to  the  stimulation  of  trade, 
and  the  return  of  prosperity.  The  argument  is 
based  on  the  premise  that  the  credits  extended 
Europe  would  be  appropriated  in  productive  en- 
terprise. 

This  is  utterly  foreign  to  the  facts.  Europe 
at  this  moment  is  absorbed  in  a  vast  military 
program  which  involves  bigger  and  better  ar- 
mies, and  navies,  to  menace  the  peace  of  the 
world. 

For  our  Government  to  cancel  these  obliga- 
tions, under  such  dire  conditions  would  be  to 
encourage  a  condition  of  extravagance,  which 
is  more  responsible  than  any  other  for  the  pres- 
ent disturbed  economic  condition  of  the  world. 

Such  an  act  of  benevolence  would  aggravate 
the  condition  we  seek  to  cure.  It  would  en- 
able our  debtors  to  proceed  with  their  pre- 
paredness pandemonium  and  thereby  encour- 
age indigency  instead  of  industry,  dependence 
instead  of  self-assertion,  extravagance  instead 
of  economy,  war  instead  of  peace,  dishonor'  in- 
stead of  honor. 

So  long  as  Europe  can  annually  expend  five 
billion  dollars  in  military  preparedness,  she 
ought  to  be  obliged  to  pay  her  debts,  and  the 
greatest  service  this  country  can  render  the 
moratorium  now  in  contemplation  is  to  enforce 
our  just  claims  and  insist  upon  their  ultimate 
hquidation. 

11 


THE  arg-ument  of  justification  for  this  pre- 
paredness prodigiality,  that  it  means  peace 
in  its  finality  is  one  of  the  exploded  fallacies 
of  militarism.  Armed  peace  is  an  anomaly. 
Military  budgets  are  not  insurance  policies,  but 
explosives.  Fifty  years  ago  these  militaristic 
nations  beg-an  to  invest  in  armaments  which 
were  labeled  peace  insurance,  and  for  half  a 
century  their  military  budgets  were  pyramided 
into  so  many  billions,  that  from  the  standpoint 
of  taxes,  each  civilian  carried  two  soldiers  on 
his  back,  accumulating  a  total  indebtedness  of 
forty-six  billion  dollars. 

And  then  when  a  maniac  struck  a  match  in 
Southeastern  Europe,  which  resulted  in  a 
world  conflagration,  these  nations  that  had 
been  investing  their  resources  in  insurance 
ag^ainst  war,  found  that  they  were  not  insured 
at  all. 

And  today,  standing  here  in  the  aftermath 
of  that  world-wide  explosion,  we  are  beginning 
to  realize  the  practical  wisdom  of  the  words  of 
Charles  Sumner,  ''Armaments  beget  suspicion, 
suspicion  begets  fear,  fear  begets  hatred, 
hatred  begets  war." 

IN  the  midst  of  the  chaos  and  confusion  of 
this  world  readjustment  where  Militarism 
masquerades  in  the  garments  of  peace.  Inter- 
nationalism parades  in  the  role  of  humanitar- 
ianism,  and  Revolution  stalks  in  the  name  of 
progress,  a  world  ferment  in  which  old  formu- 
las are  being  recast,  sacred  institutions  up- 
rooted and  fustian  doctrines  exploited;  when 
Europe  is  seeking  to  catch  us  in  her  network 
of  political  and  economic  entanglements,  to  in- 
volve us  in  financial  readjustments,  calculated 
to  weaken  us  and  strengthen  her,  to  lu  -e  us 
into  an  International  pact  in  which  our  tradi- 
tions, principles  and  policies  would  be  subject 
to  the  caprices  of  an  alien  court,  we  need  to 
hear  again  the  words  of  Lincoln  spoken  at  the 
height  of  his  career,  when  his  whole  soul  was 
charged  and  consumed  with  the  spirit  of 
Americanism;  when  his  country  and  flag  rep- 
resented the  sumn;it  of  his  thought  and  devo- 
tion he  said:  "I  INSIST  THAT  IF  THERE  IS 
ANYTHING  WHICH  IT  IS  THE  DUTY  OF 
THE  WHOLE  AMERICAN  PEOPLE  TO 
NEVER  ENTRUST  TO  ANY  HANDS  BUT 
THEIR  OWN  THAT  THING  IS  THE  PRE- 
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SERVATION  AND  PERPETUITY  OF  THEIR 
OWN  LIBERTIES  AND  INSTITUTIONS/' 

Prior  to  this  in  the  dawn  of  our  history, 
Washington  advised  us  against  ''entang-hng  al- 
hances"  with  the  old  world.  It  was  not  ad- 
vice against  enlargement  but  entanglement. 
Growth  is  the  sign  of  life.  Progress  is  the  ex- 
pression of  power. 

W^ashington's  warning  was  sounded  in  our, 
infancy. 

History  has  been  in  the  making  since  then. 
America  has  grown  in  influence  and  resources 
until  her  prosperity  today  is  the  lure  of  the 
world;  her  liberty  is  the  inspiration  of  the 
down-trodden  of  mankind,  and  her  flag  is  the 
symbol  of  her  Democracy. 

Where  Uncle  Sam  sits  is  the  head  of  the 
table.  He  is  the  big  brother,  the  philan- 
thropist, and  the  banker  of  the  world.  His 
voice  is  potent  in  the  adjustment  of  spheres  of 
influence,  the  opening  of  fields  of  trade,  and 
adjudication  of  controversies  among  nations 
and  constructive  leadership  in  the  cause  of 
peace. 

The  secret  of  our  leadership  is  in  our  re- 
membrance of  the  warning  of  Washington,  and 
our  observance  of  the  advice  of  Lincoln  that 
we  ''refuse  to  entrust  to  other  hands  the  pre- 
servation and  perpetuity  of  our  institutions  and 
liberty.'' 

It  is  the  independence  developed  through  our 
fidelity  to  this  advice  that  had  lifted  our  na- 
tion into  pre-eminence  and  clotjied  it  with  a 
power  for  good  that  is  felt  throughout  the 
world. 

This  is  our  birthright.  To  compromise  or 
part  with  it  means  the  sacrifice  of  all  that  we 
are  and  all  we  can  ever  hope  to  be. 

MO  man  was  more  devoted  to  peace  than  Abnar 
ham  Lincoln,  and  none  as  he  himself  de- 
clared would  do  more  to  preserve  it,  but  it  was 
not  "peace  at  any  price"  but  peace  with  justice 
advocated  in  his  Second  Inaugural,  namely, 
that  ''We  do  all  which  may  achieve  and  ciier- 
ish  a  just  and  lasting  peace  among  ourselves 
and  with  all  nations." 

Lincoln  recognized  our  accountability  to  the 
world.  He  saw  beyond  the  Civil  War  a  new 
era  of  Democracy,  the  soul  of  which  must  be 
projected  everywhere,  and  he  would  not  toler- 
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ate  the  thought  of  isolation.  His  dream  was 
of  a  ''just  and  lasting  peace  among  ourselves 
and  with  all  nations." 

He  would  recognize  no  international  flag.  His 
was  not  a  program  of  surrendered  rights  and 
policies,  the  submission  of  the  Monroe  Doctrine, 
our  Immigration  policy,  or  any  other  question 
vital  to  our  rights,  to  an  alien  court,  but  rather 
peace  among  ourselves  land  also  peace  with  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  a  peace  characterized  with 
such  strength  toward  the  strong  and  gentle- 
ness toward  the  weak  that  the  world  will  recog- 
nize the  source  of  our  power  in  our  devotion  to 
justice,  our  love  of  liberty  and  consecration  to 
humanity. 

CTANDING  for  these  ideals  today  at  home 
and  abroad,  possessed  of  the  greatest  phy- 
sical basis  for  an  enduring  Empire  the  world 
has  ever  known;  orphaned  of  the  solemn  in- 
stinct of  antiquity,  yet  compensated  in  area  for 
all  that  we  lack  in  age ;  environed  with  moun- 
tains of  silver  and  gold ;  boundless  in  resource, 
illimitable  in  energy  and  enterprise,  a  conti- 
nental empire,  threaded  with  a  thousand  lines 
of  trade  and  commerce;  a  land  of  Edens  and 
El  Doradoes;  beautiful  with  lakes,  like  inland 
seas,  and  irrigated  with  rivers  like  rolling 
lakes;  with  a  population  more  intelligent,  pa- 
triotic, peaceful,  prosperous  and  contented 
than  can  be  found  anywhere  else  on  this  foot- 
stool of  Almighty  God;  great  is  America,  her 
traditions,  her  institutions,  her  aims  and 
achievements;  great  in  her  independence  and 
invulnerability  against  foes  without,  and  sedi- 
tious conspiracies  within ;  great  in  her  wisdom, 
courage  and  ability  to  solve  her  own  economic 
problems ;  to  maintain  her  scale  of  wages,  and 
her  unprecedented  standards  of  living ;  to  sup- 
ply her  own  needs;  hold  her  own  markets; 
feed,  clothe,  employ,  compenstate,  educate  and 
enrich  her  own  people ;  and  to  maintain  her  na- 
tional authority  upon  land  and  sea. 
IT  is  not  for  such  a  nation  to  carry  her  flag 
at  half-mast  in  any  crisis,  hang  her  harps 
on  the  willows  in  any  emergency,  or  to  sur- 
render to  dismay  in  any  hour  of  darkness  and 
discouragement. 

Defeatism  is  not  in  our  national  vocabulary. 

No!  It  is  for  us  to  develop  that  economic 
and  spiritual  supremacy,  that  faith  in  God  and 
humanity,  that  courage  to  meet  the  greatest 
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obstacles,  and  to  face  the  greatest  tasks  un- 
awed  and  unafraid,  to  meet  it  in  a  spirit  worthy 
the  ideals,  institutions  and  ancestry  of  whic 
we  boast. 

Yes,  worthy  the  immortal  Lincoln,  who  when 
Sumpter  had  been  fired  upon,  and  the  nation 
itself  was  threatened  with  destruction,  when 
the  rock  beneath  his  feet  called  the  Govern- 
ment was  turning  into  shifting  sand,  with  faith 
incapable  of  bewilderment,  took  up  his  pen  and 
wrote  his  first  message  to  Congress  in  1861, 
''Having  chosen  our  course,  without  guile,  and 
with  a  pure  purpose,  let  us  renew  our  trust  in 
God,  and  go  forward  without  fear  and  with 
manly  hearts." 

Brothers,  the  Lincolnian  slogan  for  the  hour 
is  ''Forward, — forward  with  manly  hearts!" 
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